Blog Traffic Generation Checklist

This checklist is focused on strategies you can use to drive traffic to your website
using your blog and other blogs. It does not cover specifics of blog creation,
template customization and programming.

‘ Some basic blog guidance before getting started:

l

Before using this checklist, you need to create a blog on Wordpress or
www.blogger.com, link to your website in your blogger profile, and include
your URL in the links bar on your blogroll.

Post high quality and relevant content to your blog on a regular basis,
encouraging user feedback. This will help get you high search engine
rankings and keep people coming to your blog and visiting your site, which
may ultimately convert to paying customers for your products and services.
However, you do NOT want to be the pre-eminent or influential blog in your
niche, because the blog could take the focus off your website and become
your source of influence in its own right. It increases demands on your time
to maintain and update the blog to reflect the status it has accumulated. In
short, ensure your blog does not become a victim of its own success.

Preliminary:

Identify niche.

Identify keywords.

Identify blogs related to your industry or niche.
Register for the blogs.

Employ one or more of the following strategies to drive traffic to your site

Strategy 1 — Linking to/from influential blogs in your niche

Identify the Top 10 influential or popular blogs in your niche.

If there is not already a blog post listing or reviewing the Top 10 blogs in

your niche, be the first to write it.

o0 This will rank highly in the search engines, which will result in
increased traffic to your blog and ultimately your website. Also, it
establishes your credibility as an expert as you’re reviewing what is
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said in your niche and influential blogs that serve your niche, which
only someone who is knowledgeable of the niche can do.

Write each blogger an e-mail introducing yourself and your blog. Explain

why you are in the industry and what you have to offer by way of

products and services.

Link to each blogger’s site in your blogroll and perhaps post a small review

of each blog if need be. Request a link from the blogger’s site to your on

their blog in return.

0 These links will increase the total number of links you have, resulting
in a higher search engine ranking.

Strategy 2 — Submission to blog directories and bookmarking sites

Write your blog posts.

Register and submit your blog to blog and ping services after each update.

o0 Examples of ping services include www.pingoat.com and
www.dailyblogtips.com/ping-list/. These ping services update major
blog sites like technorati and alert them to the fact that you have
updated your blog. This will push your blog to the top of their
‘recently updated’ pages and increase your site awareness and traffic
as there’s a good chance your blog will make the front of the top page,
if only for a short time.

Submit your blog to blog directories.

o www.blogcatalog.com is a good starting point. The more directories
that list your blog, the higher the search engine ranking and the more
traffic and exposure you’ll receive.

Claim your blog on www.technorati.com.

Submit your blog to blog carnivals.

0 Blog carnivals at www.blogcarnival.com are where people find quality
blog articles related to a topic and then post them together under one
heading. Submitting your blog article gives it a very high chance of
being accepted, and since it is grouped with other high quality articles,
it will generate a lot of traffic to your site.

Strategy 3 — Commenting and trackbacking

Register with statistic tracking services and install tracking software on

your blog.

0 One tracking service is www.mybloglog.com. Tracking services track
who is visiting and referring traffic to your blog.
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f View stats of who is visiting your blog.
Identify other blogs in your niche or, more broadly, your industry.
0 Visit these blogs and leave automatic comments or get manually
involved in the feedback and discussions.

f If automatic, use automatic blog commenting software to
populate blogs with comments that link to your site.

1 Be careful here, as this technique can be regarded as
Black Hat and spam if the comments are irrelevant to
the blog.

f If manual, join in discussions and feedback in blogs, leaving
your URL at the bottom of each comment which is related to
what you are discussing on the blog.

0 Leave lots of trackbacks and links to popular blog posts on your blogs.
This will encourage those you link or trackback to, to do the same and

will increase traffic to your site.
o In your own blogs and posts, invite comment and discussion from

readers.
f This will get visitors to return to your blog, pushing it up in blog
directories.

Appraisal

If you are receiving traffic and leads from your blog campaigns and you are
happy with the level of traffic you are receiving, congratulations! You have
successfully created a traffic-driving, lead-generating blog campaign.

If not, try one or more of the other strategies in this process.
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